
For more information on emus, contact:

Or contact—The American Emu Association
http://www.aea-emu.org     Ph: 541-332-0675





favors what a recent 

Texas Tech study has 

confirmed - the emu 

offers a nutritious, low 

cholesterol, and 

delicious meat dish. 

Excellent market 

potential also exists for 

the unique oil 

rendered from the 

bird's fat. Several 

published research 

studies have indicated 

that the oil has multi­

faceted uses due to its 

unusual composition 

and properties. These 

uses include industrial, 

cosmetic, and 

pharmaceutical. This 

new distinctive oil has spurred additional research in the private 

sector and through producer sponsored organizations as the 

race to i,dentify and develop commercial applications for the 

oil continues. 

The finely quilled hide produces an exquisite leather 

suitable for fashion wear and accessories. The leg leather offers 

a striking accent to leatherwear, producing a fashionably 

rugged image. 

Information Sources 

Today, emu farmers have a wealth of information at their 

disposal concerning the raising and care of emus, including 

books, videos, and other literature. The American .Emu 

Association is the foremost organization providing sources of 

information to emu producers. This active association maintains 

a structured network of regional and state affiliates nationwide, 

providing emu producers with easy access to fellow producers 

and industry information. Membership in this organization 

keeps the emu farmer current on issues directly affecting 

producers. 

State agencies such as departments of agriculture offer 

various support programs for both incoming and existing emu 

producers. Loan programs, as well as domestic and 

international marketing assistance for those exploring new 

marketing options for emu products are also available. As a 

virtually untapped natural resource, the market paths for the 

emu's unique products are just beginning to be explored. 

Commercial
Emu Production Facts

 Colony Breeding Pens
5 pair or 10 birds per acre

              Average egg production –
       30 eggs per hen

              Average hatch per hen –
       70% (20 chicks) = 100 

chicks produced per acre

Grow-out Pens
40-50 chicks at 2 – 3 months of
age per acre, depending on
climate, terrain and soil type

            80 – 100 lbs. weight per bird 
            at 12-18 months of age

           Average Product Yield
* 25-30 lbs. of red,

de-boned meat

* 15-25 lbs. of fat yielding
1-2 gallons of oil

* 7-8 sq. ft. of leather

 Feed Efficiency – 6 lbs. 
of feed per pound of live       
weight gain depending 
on feed & environment

  Yield per acre – 3,000 – 
 5,000 lbs. live weight

Summary
           A five acre farm would raise 
           100 emu yearlings that could
           produce the following raw 
           products:

* Total live weight of
8,000-10,000 lbs.

* 2,500-3,000 lbs. of lean,
red, de-boned meat

* 1,500-2,500 lbs. of fat
yielding 150-250
gallons of oil

* 700-1800 sq. ft. of hide



What To Know Before You Buy  
   1.) Have you visited farms and researched information on raising emus?
 

   2.) Have you created a “PLAN” for how you will take care of your emus and pay for their feed and 
daily care?
 

   3.) Do you have adequate land, water, buildings and locally available nutritious feed, plus the 
personal health and energy to care for emus?  Have you checked your state and local zoning laws?
 

   4.) Within 1 year that cute little chick will grow into a bird that will weigh over 75#s and will be able 
to stretch up and look over a 5 ft. fence.  By 2 years it can weigh over 120#s and stretch to look over a 6 
ft. fence.  Do you have adequate fencing (6’ chain link fencing or 2”x4” woven wire)?  Emus can run up 
to 30 miles per hour.  They cannot be left to "free range" in your yard.
 

   5.) Emus are attracted to shiny objects like, eye glasses, buttons, earrings, watches and such.  When 
pecking at these objects their serrated beaks can hurt and leave a bruise when they pinch the skin.
 

   6.) When handling an emu, only work from behind.  Emus have very powerful legs with sharp claws 
that can do a lot of damage to clothing and skin when they kick and flail while trying to get away.
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