Non-Conformational Traits

Gentle pedking would be mnsidered a pasitivetrait, asthisadivity
indcaes curiosity, friendinessand cdmness An exceptionishard o
violent pecking mischievoudy at the eas and eyes, etc. of the judge or
participant. This siodd be groundsfor down grading. Minor flare-ups of
araised nek, ned feahersand hissng toward aher birds siodd na be
cause for down grading. Runring in apanic, jumping, kicking and
fighting between birdsis considered undesirable.

A ‘good bird shoud have anormd respiration rate and stand andwalk in
style (strut). A bird with superior conformation bu undesirable behavior
would be down graded and judged lower than abird with good
conformationand desirable behavior. Mogt al birds can ke imprinted and
lean to be very cdm and well behaved and a participant shoud be
rewarded for this achievement.

All birds $roud have documentation d age and sex.
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Judging and Conformation of Emus

Beak - The wlor shodd bebladk. The upper be&k isatriangle shaped on
cross edionwith thetip even ar only dightly overlapping thetip o the
lower be&k. Serrations onthe elge may or may not be present. Lookfor
abnamal color, shape, Size, lumps, scars, parrot be, etc.

Nares— Nares, ar nose openings are ova shaped onead side of the
upper be&k. Theseshoud befreeof discharge and debris.

Eyeids—Thelids may be solid badk or have white regions. Eyelashes
shoud be present. Thelid margins $roud be even andretraded to
exposethe gyeball. Lookfor uneven edges, lad of lashes, lumps, scas,
scrapes, droopy eyelids, etc.

Third Eydid —Thislid isnormally retraded to the medid side of the g/e
and expandsrapidly over the g/ein resporseto oljeds neaing the gye.

Eyes—The g/eshoud beoval. Evauatefor discharge, scas, caarads,
cloudness etc. Emu as chicks have brown eyes which become golden
brown asthey reat lreading age. Asthey get older, the e/e wlor
changesto golden arange. In donde or white anus, the g/es may be
blue.

Head — The heal, including the be&k, shoud appea to be the gpropriate
sizefor thebody. The head shoud berounded in shape. Flat, long-
doping or short-doping foreheads are nat narmal. Also, look for scars,
lumps, etc.

M outh — The mouth shoud be opened and the tongue, esophegus,
choand dit and aa mucosa examined. Ulceas, white spats, excess
mucous, bood,lumps and kright red o pale white mucosa ae not
normal. Thetongue shoud have serrations and apainted end.

Ear Canal — Thenarmal locationis behindthe /e and ek onthe side
of the head at thelevel of the aticulation d the upper and lower be&k.
Evaduate the size, shape, andfeaher coverts. The cana shoud ke freeof
debrisand dscharge.

Skin — The skin color onthe bad of the head and up@r nekisa
variaion d blue, white, tan and dadk which varieswith age and kreeding
seaon. Theskinin front of the nedk shoud be evaluated for fegher loss
andscasdueto fencerubking. Skin ower the rest of the body shoud be
pinkish to whitein color. Dry, scdy skin, scabs and scars from abrasions
arenat to be cnsidered namal.

Feathers— Agewill determine the norma fegher qualiti es.

Chicks: From thetimeit is hatched urtil it i s3 months old, chicks
will have short downy feahersin three ©lorsrunning in stripes:
white, bladk and krown.

Juveniles. After losing their stripes, they become a tocolate
brown to badk with feahersturning gray asthey read maturity.
Shiny metdlli ¢ blac feahersindicate previous fegher losswith
regrowth o metabadli ¢ disorder and are nat considered namal.

Aduts. After 2 yeas of age, feahers beamme more mnsistent.
The olor variesfrom light to dark charcod gray with dadk
accentsonthetips. There aetwo feaher vanes per shaft or
follicle. Thefeahersonthe upper nedk and heal are hair-like,
curly and Hadk in color. The body feahers siodd be dean, free
of lice long shiny andfluffy. Tail feahers $roud be shart and
ruffled in laying, breeding hens andlong and fluffy in the off-
season. Shiny metdli ¢ bladk feahersindicate previous feaher
losswith regrowth ar metabdli c disorder and are not considered
normal except in the cae of breading femae with thisfeaher
regrowth in ore aeaof her ned or badk where the male has been
peding her during breading adivity.

Ned —The nedk shoud be caried ugight with adownward dope from
the badk and badkward curve toward the head. The ned shoud be

pal pitated to evaluate the straightnessand determineif lumps or other
anomdies are present. If the bird hesjust eaen, the foodmay appea asa
lump.



Back — The vertebrag synsaaum, or pelvis, and musclesform the badk.
The bad shoud be straight, doping dlightly upward to the coxofemoral
joint where the femur of the leg attadhes, then shoud dope dowvnward at a
30°to 40%angle. Evauate for curvatures, abnamal dopesand
unpgopational structures.

Height —If height isto be evauated, it shoud be measured from the
groundto thetop d bad over coxofemora joint. This stewill fluctuate
during the yea dueto the anourt of fat onthe badk. Most emuwill vary
between 40to 43inchesinthisarea If height isto be evaluated, so
shoud width.

Wings—Locaed onead sde of the dest. A single daw per wing is
normal. Evauate for abrasions, fradures, etc. Emusthat have lost awing
dueto fights or those born withou wings $oud be pendlized.

Legs—Thelegiscompased o 3 mgor bores. the femur, which attaches
to the coxofemord joint and shoud sope downward and forward at a45°
angle; thetibia, which starts the most straight downward and dightly
badkward dredion d theleg andis covered by heary musclesand
feahers onthe skin; andthe metatarsal bore, which isdiredly below the
tibia The skin over the metatarsal in aduits $ioud have arow of raised
scutes onthe badk side. Thelegs $oud be straight, symmetricd and
sound. Evaluate for lameness discoloration, baving, inward o outward
rotation, thicknessof the bores and lumps, cuts, scars, etc. There aetwo
genetic types of birds: Type 1. the metatarsus boreislong with asmall
diameter. Type 2: the metatarsus boreis $ort with alarge diameter. If
birds of two types are interbred, the off spring will have an intermediate
sized metatarsus. The metatarsusis the bore between the hock joint and
ankle.

Toes—There aethreetoes per foat. The central toeisthe longest and
ingdetoeisthe shortest. Eadhtoeshoud have a ¢taw. The daw size
shoud correspondto the size of thetoe. The claws shoud be Straight or
with orly aminor outward curve. The pads under the toes $oud be
smoath and ke only dightly wider than thetoeitself. Abnamal traits
would be adooked ar fradured toes, cuts, lumps, scars or crooked, scay or
overgrown toe daws, etc.

Cloaca— The doacashoud be visudly examined for prolapse. Manual
examination for determining sex of the enu is nat recommended, asthis
is gresdul for the bird.

General Body — The body shoud be accesed by papitationfor the
degreeof body fat and owerdl condtion. Fat isdepasited onthe bad,
chest, and abdamen. The ddamen shoud be papated and evauated for
hernias, body fat andfullness The depth o the body shoud be evaluated,
i. e, thedistancefrom thetop d the bad to the battom of the belly. The
overdl body length can be determined by measuring the distancefrom the
front of the dhest to the end d the pelvis.

Additions Related to Age and Sex

Chicks— Feaher changes as gated above. Evaluate umbili cusfor
abscess scabs, etc. Eye mlor isdarker.

Females— Feahers as gated above. Penduous «kin below ned is
normal. From pukerty to 3yeas of age, the penduous pouch shoud be
much larger than in hensthat are older, asthe size normally reduces after
4 yeasof age. Femaesmay or may nat be larger in bod/ size than
males.

Pairs- If evaluating pairs, size diff erences between the two shoud nad be
a onsderation. The pair shodd get dlong well together.




