Kingdom Animalia
Phylum Chordata
Subphylum Vertebrata
Class Aves
Order Struthioniformes
Family Dromaiidae (emu)
Genus Dromaius (emu)
Species
Dromaius baudinianus (extinct)
Dromaius ater (extinct)
Dromaius ocypus (extinct)
Dromaius novaehollandiae
Sub-species

D. novaehollandiae
novaehollandiae

D. novaehollandiae woodwardi
D. novaehollandiae rothschildi

D. novaehollandiae diemenensis
(extinct)

The Pendulous Pouch

Inthe lower part of thetrachea just
before the thoradc inlet, is a segment of
trachea ©omprised o 7 to 12incomplete
ringsthat form atrached diverticulum or
open cleft. A very thin membrane cvers
thiscleft. During breeding seasonthis
membrane enlarges, creaing apenduous
powch. Thispoiwchiseasy to seein
femaesduring therr firgt threeyeas of
breeding, bu in subsequent yeas does
nat enlarge a much. Maesaso have
this cleft, but the membrane does nat
enlarge amuch. Thiscleft isthe source
of the boaming and grurting.

|§l

NOITHIWVY
OCIATION

0\3
)

©American Emu Asciation
All Rights Reserved

P.O. Box 224
Sixes, OR 97476
(541) 3320675(Padfic Time)
Fax (928 9629430
http://www.aeaemu.arg
Fax (123) 456:7890

FACTS FOR THE TEACHER

From the

American Emu Association

About

Dromaius novaehollandiae




Dromaius novaehollandiae

A large arsoria bird, Dromaius
novaehdlandaeoriginated in Australia
but israised onfarms throughou the
United Statesfor it’slean red mea and
food ly-products such asfat, hide and
feghers. Dromaius novaehdlandae
adudly consists of threesubspedes of
emu.

Asyoulookat the birds being raised on
emu farms, can you guesswhich of these
sub-spedes were the parent stocks of
those birds?

Thethreeliving sub-spedes are:
D. novaehollandiae novaehollandiae —

On maturity and
during breeding
season, these birds
have a cean-
colored (or whiti sh)
ruff or bib of
feahers garting a
few inches below
theheal. The penduouspouwchislarger
than in ather two sub-spedes and sways
during strut.

The metatarsus boreis orter with a
larger diameter. The body iswider than
the other two sub-spedes. This sub-
spede originated in southeastern
Audrdia

D. novaehollandiae woodwardi —

On maturity and
during breeding
seaonthese birds
have aruff or bib
of feahers garting
afew inches below
theheal. Thisruff
appeas darker than
that of the
novaehdl andaenovaendl andae adthe
penduous powch isnat as apparent. The
body is dender andthelegslonger than
that of novaehadlandaenovaehdlandae
Overdl the feaghers are paer than the
other two subspedes. This sub-spede
originated in nathern Austrdia

D. novaehollandiae rothschildi —

On maturity this
bird dees nat have a
ruff or bib. It looks
‘flat-chested’
compared to the
other two sub-
spedes. The
penduous powch is
amost nonexigtent inthisemu. Likethe
novaehadl andiaewoodwardi, the
metatarsus boreislong with asmall
diameter, making this bird tall er than
novaehdlandiaenovadhdlandae The
feahers are the darkest of the threesub-
spedes. This subspedesoriginatesin
southwestern Austraia

These threesub-spedes are interbreeding
in bah Augtrdia and the United States.

Extinct Species of Dromaius

There aefour other known spedes/sub-
spedes of Dromaius that are now extinct.

D. acypusexistsony asafossl

D. novaehollandiae diemenenss—This
subspedes of novaéhdlandaewas
repatedly alarge emu with dark feahers.
Thebody typewas smilar to thet of
novaehdl andaenovaehdlandae It was
found orthelargeidand d Tasmania The
Tasmanian Emu becane extinct around
1850.

D. baudinianus- The Kangaroo Idand
Emu becane etinct around 1827.

D. ater - King Idand Emu —At 4 and Helf
fed tall andweighing under 60 pound
fully grown, this blad feghered emu
was the small est of the spedes. Y ou may
findit referred to asd. minor or asthe
dwarf emu. Thisemu lived onKing
Idand, the northwestern idandin
Tasmania, Audtrdia. By 1805it had
been hurted to extinction by sedersand
visting sailors. The onething thesethree
extinct southern Austraia emus havein
commonisthat they al had darker
feghersthan the mainland emus. For
thisreason ealy settlersreferred to either
bladk emu o spatted emu. Dromaius
novaehdlandaeis the spatted emu.



