DNA SEXING

In DNA sexing the laboratory sendsa
sample mlledion kit to the farmer.
Following instructions, ablood a mature
feaher samplefrom the emu is colleded
and sent to alaboratory for gender
identification. The birds must be d least
4 morths old for feaher-sexing becaise
it requiresadoule plumefeaher. Ratite
sex chromosomes are diff erent from
other bird spedes © it isbest to use alab
that is experienced in DNA testing of
Ratites. Results may take aweek or
more.

SEXING BY EAR

As chicks, emu make awhistling,
chirping or chegoing sound.Thereisno
way to tell them apart by sound. When
they reat aduithoodthe souncs
commonly made by ead sex will
change.

The ‘voice diange begins when the
birds are between 10to 14months old.
At thistime both sexes will be head
making gunting sounds. Soonéfter the
femae goesthrough aphysicd change
the male does nat, her throat sacbegins
to develop. During thistime the sounds
she makeswill vary from grurtingto a
guttural drumming.

By thetime sheis sxudly mature, the
femalewill have “found er voice” and it
will be eaily distinguished from that of a
male grurt.

Thefemale can usudly drum in two FACTSFOR THE EMU
pitches. Oneisahigher, faster sound FARMER

made when excited o stressed. The
other is adeeper, richer boaming that
soundslike adrum.

The mae will make avariety of grunting
sounds, varying from short stuttering
gruntsto deep gruff sounds.

Maleswill asowhistleto their chicks.
The most commontime for boaming and

grunting is during evening houss or just
beforerain.
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Sexing Emus




SEXING EMU

It isdifficult to tell the difference
between the sexes from 3 to 14morths
becaise the growth rate of the sexua
organsis non-existent, often causing
mistakesin gender identificaion. The
sexud organs enlarge d pukberty andthen
again at the onset of breeding season,
after which thereisadight reductionin
size until the next breeding season. For
thisreasonit is better to determine the
sex at hatch, a wait until maturity.

CHICKS
Vent Sexing

Many farmers prefer to vent sex chicks
immediately or prior to moving from the
hatcher to the brooder for severa
reasons.

1. Permanent or semi-permanent IDs
arebeing applied at thistimeso a
natation d the diicks sexis

appropriate.
2. Ladk of manure.
3. Chicksare essier to hande.

In arder to manually sex chicks you will
neal to be very gentle so you dorit hurt
them. Never insert afinger into the
cloaca ait coud injurethe dick.

Weaing latex gloves, turn the dick

upside down and ery gently part the
feahers on either side of the doaca

Using the thumb and forefinger, apply a
littl e presaure to either sdein agentle
kneadling motionto evert the sexual
organs. If the dhick ismale, the phallus
will show asalittl e gray or whiti sh stem
with awhitetip. A femaewill have a
pink o purpleto Huish triangular shaped
clitoris smilar in shapeto arosebud. If
sexud organs are nat well -defined, the
chick isculled.

Feather Patterns

Male dhicks have abull s-eye pattern;
females have an irregular feaher
pattern. If a dhick hasasalt and
pepper spedkled ar mottled pattern, it
will not reproduce andis cull ed.

Male Female

MATURE EMU

For adult emu afinger can beinserted
into the doaca ad the sexua organ can
ether be papitated o gently everted and
visually examined.

Alwaysweda latex glovesfor this process
to proted bath youandthe enu. Some
farmersuse emu al asalubricant when
Sexing mature emus.

SeeFactsfor the Emu Farmer -
Handling and Transportation of Emu for
information on haev to restrain adults.

Palpitation

Papitation requires feding for the
presenceof hard catil age on the sexual
organ. Hard catilageindicaesthe
presenceof aphdlus, ladk of this
catilageindicaesfemade.

Visual Examination

In arder to visualy examine the sexua
organs, they must be everted. Insert the
gloved finger into the doaca adfed
uncer the sexud organ, applying firm
pressure until it 1 s everted.

Males: The nonered phal us has ashort
firm catil age base and an astium or
opening in thetip that contains the
poation d noncartilaginous phall us that
extends during arousdl.

Females: The ditoriswill fed soft
compared to the phallusand vary in size
from %inch to dmost nathing. There
will beno cgtium in thetip.

Hermaphrodite: Presence of both male

and female sexual organs in one individual
is rare. These birds should be culled.



